l6g                     SAMUEL SEWALL.

wrre in vain    The trials at Salem coming on I went thither
To see how things were managed; and finding that the spectre
evidence was there received together with idle if not malicious
stories against people's lives I did easily perceive which way the
rest would go.   I acquainted her with her danger and that if she
were carried to Salem to be tried I feared she would never
return    I did my'utmost that she might have her trial   in
our own County; I with several others petitioning the judge
for if but I soon saw so much that  I  understood thereby
it was not intended, which put me upon consulting the means of
her escape which through the goodness of God was effected.
She escaped first to Rhode Island and then as a safer place
to New York where Gov. Fletcher was very courteous to us.
" They the accused had trials of cruel mockings, which is the
more considering what a people for religion, I mean the profes-
sion of it, we have been, those that suffered being many of them
church members and most of them unspotted in their conversa-
tion till their adversary the Devil took up this method for accus-
ing them."                                              JONATHAN GARY.

By the Provincial Charter of 1691 Sewall had been
appointed one of the Council, an office to which he
was annually chosen till 172 5, when he was re-
elected, but declined to serve, having outlived all
the other councillors then appointed with him. All
through March, 1692, the Salem fury had been
gathering head; and on April n, probably as a ma-
gistrate, he went down, in company with the lieu-
tenant-governor and four others, to look into the
matter.

"Went to Salem where in the meeting house the persons
accused of witchcraft were examined; was a very great assem-
bly; 'twas awful to see how the afflicted persons were agitated.
Mr. Noyes prayed at the beginning and Mr. Higginson con-
cluded."m-
